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Vietnam month in review
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Focus
4  Special communiqué on Party General Secretary  
 Nguyen Phu Trong’s passing away
5  “Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong - an  
 eminent leader who devotes his whole life to the  
 country and people”
9  The 1954 Geneva Agreement marks glorious milestone  
 in Vietnam’s history
11  Significant improvements in online disclosure of land  
 information, yet more to be done

Business
17  New mechanism for competitive electricity retail  
 market

Forum
20 New decree on electronic identification and  
 authentication: noteworthy points

Society & Law
24 Tobacco tax hike expected to reduce consumption  
 but stirring up concerns about smuggling, budget  
 revenue loss   

Courts
27 Law application by Vietnamese courts in settling  
 civil cases involving foreign elements 
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Legal tips for expats
31 Are tax debtors allowed to leave the country?

Law guide
34  New Housing Law  

Profile   
35  Promotion of Ha Long Bay’s heritage values for  
 Quang Ninh province’s sustainable development 
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37  Hand-woven bamboo fish traps of Thu Sy village -  
a timeless craft 

In the pipeline
39-40 

Rice fields in Yen Thinh commune (Huu Lung district, Lang Son 
province)__Photo: Anh Tuan/VNA


